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Midweek Lenten Worship 
 

Symbols of the Passion  
 

The thirty pieces of silver expressed shock at Judas’ selfish question, 

“What will you give me if I hand Him over to you?” Last week, Judas’ 

bowl recalled the severity of Jesus’ pronouncement, “Woe to that 

man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better 

for that man if he had not been born.” It is not only Judas. We have 

sold out our Savior, too, and continue to do so. But Jesus promises, 

“This cup is my blood of the new covenant for the forgiveness of 

sins.”  

 

Today we “overhear” the olive tree witnessing our Lord’s agony in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. 

 

Symbols of the Passion remind us what Jesus has done and what we 

are worth to Him. 

 

Thirty Pieces of Silver  

Judas’ Bowl  

An Olive Tree  

Peter’s Sword  

Pilate’s Judgment Seat 

Pilate’s Water  

Jesus’ Cross 

 

 



Call to Worship 
 

For I eat ashes as my food and mingle my drink with tears  

 because of your great wrath,  

for you have taken me up  

 and thrown me aside.   

My days are like the evening shadow;  

 I wither away like grass.   

But you, O LORD, sit enthroned forever;  

 your renown endures through all generations.   

You will arise  

 and have compassion on Zion,  

for it is time to show favor to her. 

 The appointed time has come.  (Psalm 102:9 – 13)  
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, turn us to You. Create in us new and 

repentant hearts that, sorrowful for our sins and weakness, we receive 

from You strength for this life and full pardon and forgiveness unto 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Gracious Lord, allow our Lenten meditation upon the symbols of Your 

suffering to strengthen our fear, love, and trust in You. 

May the silver coins  

 highlight our cheap greed and the unthinkable price Jesus paid. 

May Judas’ bowl  

 highlight our waywardness and Jesus’ steadfastness. 

Allow the olive tree 

 to mark our weakness in prayer and Jesus’ unyielding devotion. 

Allow the sword of Peter  

 to mark our thirst for control and Jesus’ trust in His Father’s will. 

 



Use Pilate’s judgment seat  

to reveal our deceitfulness and Jesus’ determination to 

intercept God’s wrath for us. 

Use Pilate’s ceremonial water  

to reveal how quickly we pass our guilt to others and Jesus’ 

promise to wash away our guilt with baptismal water.  

Use the cross 

to expose the weight of our sin and Jesus’ loving mercy to take 

it all upon Himself. 

Merciful Lord,  

I deserve Your eternal judgment, but for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, forgive me.   

The symbols of our Lord’s Passion point to our need for His sacrificial 

death. Our Lord’s actual suffering and crucifixion make absolution 

real and true. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, and in 

the stead and by the command of my Lord, Jesus Christ, I forgive you 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 

 

Hymn – Glory be to Jesus 



Text: Public domain 

 

Psalm 102 
 

(A prayer of one afflicted; he pours out his complaint before the LORD.) 
 

 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

 let my cry come to you! 

Do not hide your face from me 

 in the day of my distress! 

For my days pass away like smoke, and my bones burn like a furnace. 

 Because of my loud groaning my bones cling to my flesh. 

I am like a desert owl of the wilderness, like an owl of the waste 

places; 

All the day my enemies taunt me; those who deride me use 

my name for a curse. 

Nations will fear the name of the LORD, 

 and all the kings of the earth will fear your glory. 

For the LORD builds up Zion; 

 he appears in his glory; 

he regards the prayer of the destitute 

 and does not despise their prayer. 

Let this be recorded for a generation to come, 

 so that a people yet to be created may praise the LORD: 



that he looked down from his holy height; 

 from heaven the LORD looked at the earth, 

to hear the groans of the prisoners, 

 to set free those who were doomed to die, 

that they may declare in Zion the name of the LORD, 

 and in Jerusalem his praise, 

when peoples gather together, 

 and kingdoms, to worship the LORD. 

Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the 

work of your hands. 

They will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out 

like a garment. 

You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away,  

 but you are the same, and your years have no end. 

The children of your servants shall dwell secure; 

 their offspring shall be established before you. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forevermore.  

Amen. 

 

The Passion of Our Lord – Part III  

 

Matthew 26:30-46 – Gethsemane  

 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 31Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away 
because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32But after I 
am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 33Peter answered 
him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall 
away.” 34Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, 
before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 35Peter 
said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” 
And all the disciples said the same. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and 
he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 
37And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he 



began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to them, “My 
soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with 
me.” 39And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, 
saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40And he came to the 
disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, 
could you not watch with me one hour? 41Watch and pray that 
you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” 42Again, for the second time, he went away 
and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your 
will be done.” 43And again he came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were heavy. 44So, leaving them again, he went away and 
prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 45Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest 
later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed 
into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer 
is at hand.” 
 

This is the Passion of our Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

 

Hymn — On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 

On my heart imprint Your image, 

    Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

    Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

    Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

    And my glory and salvation! 

 

Sermon — An Olive Tree 

 

Offering 

 

 



Prayer 

 

Lord, bring us close to Your cross  

that we might know how You loved us and gave Yourself 

for us.  

We would keep Lent, Lord, in a way that is pleasing to You,  

and therefore, beneficial to us.  

As we follow You from the garden to Calvary,  

do not let us follow afar off, lest we deny You.  

Help us watch and pray with You  

that we may not fall into temptation. 

Enlighten us that we may see by faith  

that You knelt in prayer for us,  

that You, the Holy One,  

were judged a criminal by unholy men for us,  

that You suffered the lashes of angry sinners  

as our sinless Savior,  

that You bore the cross as our Suffering Servant,  

that you died as the Lamb of God in our stead and for  

our sake. 

Lord Jesus, through it all help us hear in Your prayer the single 

purpose for which You endured pain and death:  

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

Amen. 

 

Copyright CPH Lutheran Book of Prayer 1970, page 63 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Benediction 

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn — Lord Jesus, Think on Me 

 

With the words “Lord Jesus, think on me,” we join the repentant 

thief on the cross to pray, “Remember me,” recognizing our need 

for Jesus’ blood. 
 

 

 
Text and Music: Public domain 
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