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The First Sunday after the Epiphany  

 
T       T       T 

 
Opening Hymn 981   To Your Temple, Lord, I Come 
 

1. To Your temple, Lord, I come, 

 For it is my worship home. 

 This earth has no better place, 

 Here I see my Savior’s face. 

4. While the prayers of saints ascend, 

 God of love, to mine attend. 

 Hear me, for Your Spirit pleads; 

 Hear, for Jesus intercedes. 

 

2. I through Him am reconciled, 

 I through Him become Your child. 

 Abba, Father, give me grace 

 In Your courts Your love to trace. 

 

5. While I listen to Your Law, 

 Fill my soul with humble awe 

 Till Your Gospel bring to me 

 Life and immortality. 

 

3. While Your glorious praise is sung, 

 Touch my lips, unloose my tongue 

 That my joyful soul may bless 

 Christ the Lord, my righteousness. 

 

6. While Your ministers proclaim 

 Peace and pardon in Your name, 

 Through their voice, by faith, may I 

 Hear You speaking from the sky. 

 

7. From Your house when I return, 

 May my heart within me burn, 

 And at evening let me say, 

 “I have walked with God today.” 
Text: Public domain 

 
Opening Versicles   page 260 

 
Old Testament Canticle   page 261 

 



Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 42:1–7  

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 

put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  2He will not cry aloud 

or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a 

faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.  4He will 

not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the 

coastlands wait for his law.  5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and 

stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to 

the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it:  6“I am the LORD; I have called you in 

righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for 

the people, a light for the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 

prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading — Romans 12:1–5  

 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  2Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to 

the measure of faith that God has assigned.  4For as in one body we have many members, 

and the members do not all have the same function, 5so we, though many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of another. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn  523   O Word of God Incarnate   1–2 

 

The Holy Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 Now [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom.  43And when 



the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem.  

His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s 

journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 
45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.  46After 

three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them 

and asking them questions.  47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding 

and his answers.  48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished.  And his 

mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so?  Behold, your father and I have 

been searching for you in great distress.”  49And he said to them, “Why were you 

looking for me?  Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”  50And they 

did not understand the saying that he spoke to them.  51And he went down with them 

and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.  And his mother treasured up all 

these things in her heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Responsory 

The Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen upon you. 

 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.   

 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

 

The Fourth Commandment 

Honor your father and your mother. 
 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other 

authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them. 

 
Apostles’ Creed  inside back cover of hymnal 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 



Hymn   410    Within the Father’s House 
 

1. Within the Father’s house 

     The Son has found His home, 

 And to His temple suddenly 

     The Lord of life has come. 

 

4. The secret of the Lord 

     Escapes each human eye, 

 And faithful pond’ring hearts await 

     The full epiphany. 

 

2. The doctors of the Law 

     Gaze on the wondrous child 

 And marvel at His gracious words 

     Of wisdom undefiled. 

 

5. Lord, visit Thou our souls 

     And teach us by Thy grace 

 Each dim revealing of Thyself 

     With loving awe to trace 

 

3. Yet not to them is giv’n 

     The mighty truth to know, 

 To lift the earthly veil that hides 

     Incarnate God below. 

6. Till we behold Thy face 

     And know as we are known 

 Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

     Coequal Three in One. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon  “In the Father’s House” 

 
Offering 

 
Prayer   page 265 

 
Evening/Morning Prayer   page 266 

 
New Testament Canticle   page 266 

 
Blessing  page 267 

 
Closing Hymn  524  How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds  1–4 

 
T       T       T 
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Serving the Lord in Worship 
Pastor  Rev. Ryan J. Fehrmann 

Organist Mrs. Lorraine Doell 

 

Prayers 

In Need of Healing . . .  Elroy Block,  Tom Bohn, Brenda Bronold, 

Ellie Drage, Allie Gardner, Brianna Ghbein, Brice Huntington, 

Gregory Kopitzke, Jr., Ace Mueller, Marvin Neitzel, Theresa Runge, 

Connie Rusch, Andrew Schoepke, Roxanne Steif, Mark Welch, 

Jacob Worthington, Delmar Zernicke, and Rozanne Zernicke. 

 

We pray for . . . the family of Marilyn Wudtke, who was called to her eternal rest on 

Friday, January 2 and given Christian burial at St. Paul on Wednesday, January 7. 

 
Announcements 

Next week's worship . . .  Second Sunday after the Epiphany  

Exodus 33:12–23; Ephesians 5:22–33; John 2:1–11; Order of Service: Divine Service 1 

 

The Lutheran Hour . . .  "Outstanding Universal Value" 1 Corinthians 1:18–19 

The Christian faith has the power to make us act better.  But that’s not the goal.  Tune in 

next Sunday to hear Dr. Michael Zeigler on WRVM/102.7 FM, or go to  

www.lutheranhour.org. 
 

Annual Voters’ Meeting . . .  will take place on Sunday, February 1, at 11:30am in the 

fellowship hall. 

 

 

Attended/Communed — January 1/4, 2026 
 

   Thursday  1/1    6:00pm    80/  62 

   Sunday   1/4    8:00am  208/178 

         10:15am  130/107  

         Total  418/347 
 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/


Pastor Fehrmann’s Phone Number . . .  Several people have asked how to reach Pastor 

when needed.  His cell phone number is 715–301–0294.  Please share this with others so 

he may be reached when necessary. 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars . . .  It is that time of year again.  Call 800–847–4836 or go 

online at www.thrivent.com/choicedollars to designate your dollars to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church or School.  They are open Monday – Friday 7:00am–6:00pm.  In 2025, Thrivent 

generously gifted St. Paul Church $9,938 and St. Paul School and Preschool $6,593. 

 

Mission Circle Christmas Meeting . . .  ALL ladies of the congregation are invited to join 

us for a Christmas meeting and program on Thursday, January 15 at 1:00pm in the 

fellowship hall.  Bring a gift to exchange if you wish and enjoy a light lunch with 

fellowship.  Invite a friend to attend with you.  Contact Sharon Schrader with questions. 

 

Stamps For Missions . . .  St. Paul Mission Circle thanks you for supporting our project 

with proceeds toward the North Wisconsin District Mission Grants.  The North Wisconsin 

District LWML has a buyer for postage stamps that have been processed by the post office.  

Leave a minimum of a quarter inch around the stamp with the lines through, processed by 

the post office.  The perforation on the stamp must be intact otherwise the stamp cannot be 

sold.  There is a box under the telephone in the fellowship kitchen to deposit them.   

 

Associate Pastor Call Update 1–7–2026 . . .  The Board of Elders (also acting as the Call 

Committee) met on 1/6.  District President Shoup will be at their meeting on Tuesday, 2/3, 

to present a list of potential Associate Pastor candidates.  From there, the Elders will 

contact each man on the list to see if he is open to a Call at this time.  Those that are open 

to a Call will then be scheduled for interviews by the Board of Elders.  This Call process 

takes time and we hope to be able to Call our next Pastor no later than summer.  Please 

continue to pray for God's blessings on the process, and continue to pray for Pastor 

Fehrmann and the Board of Elders. 

 

Presentation about Nigeria . . .  Nigeria, a country in Africa, has been in the news 

recently.  Clay Reisler, a member here at St. Paul, spent the month of August 2025, in 

Cross River State, Nigeria.  Working with Lutheran Bible Translators, Clay experienced 

firsthand the joys and challenges of working with local people to get God’s Word into the 

language of the people.  Clay will present pictures and information during the LIFE Hour 

at 9:15am on Sunday, January 18.  Please plan to attend LIFE Hour to see what God is 

doing to spread His word to the people of Nigeria in the language they know best. 

 



Upcoming WRLHS events 
  

 Sheepshead Card Party — Sunday, January 11 from 1:00pm–3:30pm.  Cost:  $3 
  

 Representatives’ Meeting — will be held at 1:00pm on Sunday, January 18. 

 

 

Walk Through the Hymnal . . .  St. Jakobi, W8089 County Rd. A, Shawano will be 

hosting a seminar on Saturday, January 31, 2026, 9:00am–noon.  Registration will begin 

at 8:30am with snacks and there will be a free meal provided at noon.  Together, we’ll 

explore the many treasures tucked within the hymnal.  We'll learn about the lectionary, 

saints’ days, and occasional services such as baptisms, weddings, and funerals.  We’ll 

uncover where to find the prayers and how all of these elements support and shape our 

life of worship.  We’ll also take time to study selected hymns, discovering their biblical 

foundations and learning how to read and use hymns devotionally (even if you don’t 

sing).  Pastor Kleinschmidt will lead the class, and we are honored to welcome District 

President Rev. Timothy Shoup, who will offer a special presentation on a hymn. Register 

online by January 25 at www.tinyurl.com/WalkHymnal.  There is no cost, but we need to 

know how much food to prepare. 

 

Rummage Sale . . .  January 15, 16, and 17, at Faith United Lutheran Church, 11465 Old 

U Road, Gillett.  Thursday and Friday 8am – 4pm, Saturday 8am – noon ½ price. 
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All Things St. Paul 
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK 

SUN.  1/11    8:00am Worship  

       9:00am Fellowship (Altar Guild) 

       9:15am LIFE Hour 

     10:15am Worship  
 

MON.  1/12    7:30am Strong Bodies 

       9:00am Grace and Giggles 
 

TUES.  1/13    7:00am Bible Class 

       8:00am Quilting 

       6:00pm Lay Leader Training at St. John, Pulaski  
 

WED.  1/14    8:10am Chapel 

       9:15am Preschool Chapel 

       4:00pm–6:00pm Food Pantry 

       5:30pm Public School Confirmation Class 

       6:00pm Bell Choir 

       6:30pm SPYRT Feed the Flock Bible Study 

       7:05pm Choir 
 

THURS. 1/15    1:00pm Mission Circle 

       5:00pm Grace and Giggles 

       6:00pm Worship — Holy Communion 
 

FRI.  1/16    7:30am Strong Bodies      
 

SAT.  1/17   
 

SUN.  1/18     8:00am Worship — Holy Communion 

       9:00am Fellowship (Grades 7 & 8) 

       9:15am LIFE Hour 

     10:15am Worship — Holy Communion 

     12:00pm – 1:00pm Meat Raffle at The Lumberyard 

 
 

SCRIP Schedule Next Week 

Jan. 15  Sheila Bahr   

Jan. 18  Barb Swiecichowski  Amy Schmidt 


