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The Epiphany of Our Lovd
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Opening Hymn 395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright sts. 1-4
Confession and Absolution page 151

Introit Psalm 72:1-2, 10-11; antiphon: Liturgical Text

Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come,
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in his hand.
Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!
May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute;
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!
May all kings fall down before him,
all nations serve him!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie page 152

Hymn of Praise 947  All Glory Be to God on High  sts. 1-2



Salutation and Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles.
Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

Avrise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD
will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. *Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your
daughters shall be carried on the hip. >Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the
nations shall come to you. ®A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading Ephesians 3:1-12

For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—
assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for
you, *how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | have written briefly.
“When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, *which was
not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel.

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which
was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though | am the very least of all the
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,
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%and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things, %o that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. ' This was
according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, *2in whom
we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse  page 156
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; “and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. °They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: %And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

"Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time
the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and
worship him.” *After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. 1®°When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
1 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. *2And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed inside back cover of hymnal
Hymn 397 As with Gladness Men of Old
Sermon

Offering

Prayer of the Church

The Service of the Sacrament  page 160

For our guests desiring the Lord’s Supper...

Holy Communion is the eating and drinking of Christ’s crucified and risen body and blood
for the forgiveness of our sins, for strength for this life, and for the assurance of everlasting life
with Him. It is a miraculous gift full of grace.

The Bible also teaches that anyone who receives the Lord’s Supper who does not believe or
has not been taught our Lord’s teaching, or who is unrepentant, receives Christ’s body and blood
to his or her harm. Out of love for you, we kindly ask you to speak to one of our pastors before
communing if you are not a member of an LCMS congregation.

Distribution Hymns 621 400 620 394
Post-Communion Canticle ~ Thank the Lord page 164
Post-Communion Prayer and Benediction page 166

Closing Hymn 390 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice
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Prayers

5 In Need of Healing . . . Elroy Block, Tom Bohn, Brenda Bronold,

Allie Gardner, Brianna Ghbein, Brice Huntington, Gregory Kopitzke, Jr.,

W ord, Ace Mueller, Marvin Neitzel, Theresa Runge, Connie Rusch,

jj - Our pndrew Schoepke, Roxanne Steif, Mark Welch, Jacob Worthington, Delmar
/T Zernicke, Rozanne Zernicke, and Ellie Drage

Altar Flowers . . . are placed to God’s glory in honor of the baptism of
Nora Eve Van de Ven.

Baptism . . . Jackson Randall Reyes, son of Steven and Reyes and Ashley Hudson, was
baptized at St. Paul on January 1, 2026. He was born August 26, 2025, and his sponsors
are Abbie Skonieczny, Kelsey Reyes, Sam Brussow, and James Reyes.

Baptism . . . Nora Eve Van de Ven, daughter of Kevin and Abby, will be baptized during
our 10:15am service this weekend. She was born October 26, 2025, and her sponsors are
India McMahon and Chelsea Van de Ven.

Announcements

Next week's worship . . . First Sunday after the Epiphany
1 Kings 8:6-13; Romans 12:1-5; Luke 2:41-52; Order of Service: Service of Prayer
and Preaching

The Lutheran Hour ... "Solidarity™ Romans 6:5

Solidarity is how Christians understand their relationship to Jesus Christ. We believe that
Jesus, the Son of God, went where we had gone so that we might go where He goes.
Tune in next Sunday to hear Dr. Michael Zeigler on WRVM/102.7 FM, or go to
www.lutheranhour.org.

2026 Offering Envelopes . . . are available for pick-up in the narthex. If you need
envelopes, and do not see your name on a box, or if you have decided to use online
giving instead of the envelopes, please contact the church office.

Christmas Poinsettias List . . . Thank you to everyone who donated a poinsettia to
beautify our sanctuary this Christmas. We have been made aware that the list printed in
the Christmas Day bulletin was incorrect. (Christmas Eve was correct.) Our office
apologizes to those whom this has affected. The correct list is printed and may be found
on the bulletin table in the narthex.


http://www.lutheranhour.org/

Attended/Communed — December 22-28, 2025
Grades K-4 Program Monday 12/22 6:30pm 437
Christmas Eve Wednesday 12/24 2:00pm 462
4:00pm 425
7:00pm 201
1088
Christmas Day Thursday 12/25  9:00am 205/173
Sunday 12/28 8:00am 166
10:15am 88
254

Presentation about Nigeria . . . Nigeria, a country in Africa, has been in the news
recently. Clay Reisler, a member here at St. Paul, spent the month of August 2025, in
Cross River State, Nigeria. Working with Lutheran Bible Translators, Clay experienced
firsthand the joys and challenges of working with local people to get God’s Word into the
language of the people. Clay will present pictures and information during the LIFE Hour
at 9:15am on Sunday, January 18. Please plan to attend LIFE Hour to see what God is
doing to spread His word to the people of Nigeria in the language they know best.

SCRIP Schedule Next Week
Jan. 8 Sandy Staszak
Jan. 11 Patti Rosin Peggy Buchholz



SUN.

MON.

TUES.

WED.

THURS.

FRI.

SAT.

SUN.

EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK

1/4

1/5

1/6

17

1/8

1/9

1/10

1/11

8:00am Worship — Holy Communion
9:00am Fellowship (Parish Fellowship #1)
9:15am LIFE Hour

10:15am Worship — Holy Communion

7:30am Strong Bodies

9:00am Grace and Giggles

5:00pm Board of Christian Education
5:00pm Board of Evangelism
6:00pm Board of Parish Fellowship
7:00pm Dartball

The Epiphany of Our Lord
7:00am Bible Class
8:00am Quilting
6:00pm Lay Leader Training at St. John, Pulaski

8:10am Chapel

4:30pm Board of Stewardship

5:30pm Public School Confirmation Class
6:30pm SPYRT Christmas Party

1:30pm Ladies Aid
5:00pm Grace and Giggles
6:00pm Worship

7:30am Strong Bodies

8:00am Worship
9:00am Fellowship (Altar Guild)
9:15am LIFE Hour

10:15am Worship
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