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The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
 

T       T       T 
 

Opening Hymn 369   Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 
 

Confession and Absolution page 151 
 

Introit — Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b 
These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; 

 in your righteousness deliver me. 

For you are my rock and my fortress; 

 and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me. 

Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

 you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Kyrie page 152 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 



Hymn  368    Angels We Have Heard on High 

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

 And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

 What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song?  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

 Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

 Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth Your praise not by 

speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with Your will that our 

lives may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading — Jeremiah 31:15–17  

Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because 

they are no more.” 16Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes 

from tears, for there is a reward for your work, declares the LORD, and they shall come 

back from the land of the enemy. 17There is hope for your future, declares the LORD, and 

your children shall come back to their own country.” 

  

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading — Revelation 14:1–5  

 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 

who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2And I heard a voice 



from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I 

heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3and they were singing a new 

song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one 

could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4It is 

these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who 

follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as 

firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are 

blameless. 
  

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse page 156 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Holy Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

 Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 

there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he 

rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained 

there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became 

furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region 

who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the 

wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A voice was 

heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 

refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 



Hymn  Sweet Flowerets of the Martyr Band  (sung to tune: Erhalt Uns Er) 

1.   Sweet flow’rets of the martyr band, 

 Plucked by the tyrant’s ruthless hand 

     Upon the threshold of the morn, 

    Like rosebuds by a tempest torn; 

 

3. Ah, what availed King Herod’s wrath? 

 He could not stop the Savior’s path. 

 Alone, while others murdered lay, 

 In safety Christ is borne away. 

 

2.   First victims for the incarnate Lord, 

 A tender flock to feel the sword; 

    Beside the altar’s ruddy ray, 

     With palm and crown, you seemed to play. 
 

 

4.   O Lord, the virgin-born, we sing 

 Eternal praise to You, our King, 

 Whom with the Father we adore 

 And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 

 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  

Prayer 

 O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

 Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

 O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 

Benediction page 166 

 

Closing Hymn  386   Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
 

T       T       T 
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Serving the Lord in Worship 
Pastor  Rev. Ryan J. Fehrmann 

Organist Mrs. Louise Reisler 

 

Prayers 

In Need of Healing . . .  Elroy Block,  Tom Bohn, Brenda Bronold, 

Allie Gardner, Brianna Ghbein, Brice Huntington, Gregory Kopitzke, Jr., 

Ace Mueller, Marvin Neitzel, Theresa Runge, Connie Rusch, 

Andrew Schoepke, Roxanne Steif, Mark Welch, Jacob Worthington, Delmar 

Zernicke, Rozanne Zernicke, and Ellie Drage 

 

Altar Flowers . . . are placed to God’s glory in loving memory of Jenny Wickman-Hacker 

whose 50th birthday would have been January 1st.  

 
Announcements 

Next week's worship . . .  Epiphany (observed) 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 31-12; Matthew 21-12; Order of Service: Divine 1 

 
The Lutheran Hour . . .  "Knowing and Being Known in a New Year"  John 17:3 

God invites us to speak with Him in prayer and hear from Him in the Bible, to know Him 

and to love as we are loved. Tune in next Sunday at 10:00am to hear guest speaker Rev. 

Dr. Michael Zeigler on WRVM/102.7 FM, or go to  www.lutheranhour.org. 

 
Time change for Thursday Evening Service . . .  Beginning January 1, 2026, the 

Thursday evening worship services will change from 7:00pm to 6:00pm. 

 

2026 Offering Envelopes . . . are available for pick-up in the narthex. If you need 

envelopes, and do not see your name on a box,  or if you have decided to use online 

giving instead of the envelopes, please contact the church office.  

 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/


 

Lutheran Witness Subscription Renewal . . .  If you have been receiving the Lutheran 

Witness or would like to sign up for the monthly magazine; or if you would like to know 

more about it, please stop by the table in the Narthex.  The Lutheran Witness provides lay 

people with stories and information that complement congregational life, fosters personal 

growth in faith, and helps interpret the contemporary world from a Lutheran Christian 

perspective.  The cost for the annual subscription is $20 to receive by bulk mailing to 

St. Paul.  Checks should be made out to St. Paul.  If you leave money for a subscription 

at the office, please put cash or check in an envelope labeled MISSION CIRCLE, 

Lutheran Witness, with your name.  Contact Willa Rusch with questions. 

 

Lutherans for Life Signature Ad . . .  Lutherans for Life is planning a Signature Ad in 

the Market Messenger.  Please stop by the table in the narthex to sign up.  A donation of 

$3 is suggested and appreciated.  Wisconsin Right to Life March usually has a walk for 

Life in January.  Check your local paper for information.  We must do all we can to keep 

this organization that speaks for LIFE going.  Contact Sue Ebert with questions.   

 
Support our 7th and 8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip . . .  Our 7th and 8th grade classes 

are hosting a meat raffle to help fund their upcoming trip to Washington, D.C.  We are 

asking our congregation to help offset the cost of the raffle by donating gift cards or 

monetary contributions.  A giving board is set up in the narthex; you may take a tab from 

the board to indicate the donation you plan to give.  Gift cards and monetary donations 

may be placed in the basket located next to the board.  Your generosity directly supports 

our students, especially those who may not otherwise be able to afford this once-in-a-

lifetime educational experience.  Thank you in advance for your kindness and continued 

support of our youth! 

Attendance— December 17, 18, and 21 2025 
 

Young at Heart-HC Wednesday  12/17 11:00am    16/15 

   

Midweek Advent 3 Wednesday  12/17   6:00pm    127  

  

     Thursday  12/18     7:00pm      35 

Grades 5-8 Program Friday   12/19   1:30pm  306 

      

     Sunday   12/21   8:00am  215/183 

           10:15am  126/103 

            Total 341/286  



EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK 

SUN.  12/28   8:00am Worship  

       9:15am LIFE Hour 

     10:15am Worship  
 

MON.  12/29    
 

TUES.  12/30    
 
 

WED.  12/31    
 
 

THURS. 1/1    12:00pm Baptism 

       6:00pm Worship — Holy Communion 
 

FRI.  1/2      
 

SAT.  1/3   
 

SUN.  1/4      8:00am Worship — Holy Communion  

       9:15am LIFE Hour 

     10:15am Worship — Holy Communion 

 

SCRIP Schedule Next Week 
 

Jan. 4  Louise Reisler  Barb Wickman 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Ryan J. Fehrmann, Administrative Pastor  

   Mr. Aaron M. Landgrave, Principal 

Mrs. Lorraine Doell, Director of Parish Music 

Mrs. Robin Reep, Youth Director 

Mr. James Meyer, Director of Christian Ministries 

Church Office 715–758–8559  School Office 715–758–8532 

240 E. Green Bay Street, Bonduel, Wisconsin   54107 
             Website:  www.stpaulbonduel.com 

 

All Things St. Paul 

http://www.stpaulbonduel.com/

