For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
Luke ,2:“
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 A.D.

HISTORY OF THE SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS

The Festival of Lessons and Carols, which has been made famous by the choir of King's
College, Cambridge, England, was first held on Christmas Eve 1918. It was planned by Eric
Milner-White, who had just been appointed Dean of the college. A revision of the Order of Service
was made in 1919, involving rearrangement of the lessons, and from that date the service has
always begun with the hymn, “Once in Royal David's City.” Other hallmarks of the service include
the Bidding Prayer for All People, the singing of “O Come, All Ye Faithful” after the last lesson, and
“‘Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” as the recessional. Almost every year some carols have been
changed or added. The backbone of the service, the lessons and the prayers, has remained
virtually unchanged.

Almost immediately other churches adapted the service for their own use. It has been
broadcast by the BBC annually since 1930, even during the Second World War, and has been
heard by millions of listeners throughout the world. One person wrote the college that he heard the
broadcast of the service while in a tent on the foothills of Mount Everest.

Wherever the service is heard, and however it is adapted, the pattern and strength of the
service are in the lessons, the music playing a supporting role. The center of the service, God’s
promise of salvation through a Savior is still found by those who in heart and mind go to Bethlehem
and follow where the story leads: Christ the Lord, God in the human flesh, born for you, for all
mankind.



To our visitors: It is our pleasure to offer you a heartfelt welcome. While we will take an offering in
the service, please do not feel compelled to give an offering. We are here share the Word and
promises of a Savior born for us in Bethlehem with you this evening and not to ask for money.
God’s promises extend beyond Christmas Day. Jesus came “proclaiming the year of the Lord’s
favor” (Isaiah 61:1-2), preaching good news to the poor and imprisoned, healing the sick, forgiving
sins, and raising the dead. If you are sick or lonely, feeling hopeless, or wondering whether God
loves you (or if God even exists), know that Jesus Christ came for you. He died on a cross for the
forgiveness of the sins of all people. God raised Him from the dead, defeating sin and death
forever. This new life is promised to all who are believers in Christ Jesus. This Good News is
joyfully proclaimed at St. Paul every week on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. and Sundays at 8:00 and
10:15 a.m. with Sunday School for children and adults in between.

T T T

PRELUDE & RINGING OF THE BELLS

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Once In Royal David’s City 376

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.

For He is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us He grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness, and He shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on to the place where He is gone.

Not in that poor, lowly stable with the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned, all in white, His praise will sound!



THE BIDDING PRAYER

Dear people of God, in this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to hear again the
message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this thing
which has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us—the Christ-Child lying in
a manger.

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from
the first days after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy
Child.

But first, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight with us to know
the good news of Jesus Christ, and who would join with us in singing his praises. Let us
pray for the people of this city/place and for all those in our own congregation.

And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember, in his name, the poor and
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who are sad, the
lonely and the un-loved, the elderly and the little children. We especially remember all
those who do not know the Lord Jesus, or who do not love him, or who by sin have
grieved his heart of love.

Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who
live in greater light than we, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in
the Word made flesh, who died in faith, and who live before the throne of God and praise
him each day in his temple. We confess that we are united with them as we are united
with one another.

To sum up all these petitions, let us pray as Christ himself taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we give those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life:
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.
Amen.



HYMN Of the Father's Love Begotten 384 1-3
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The First Lesson - Genesis 3

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the
serpent’s head.

C(End they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among
the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?”” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman



whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have
done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your
belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will surely
multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire
shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” And to Adam he said, “Because
you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which |
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,” cursed is the ground because of you; in pain
you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.”

This, the First Lesson.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 352 1,5

Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word

And at last to us did send

Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,

Safely kept through life and death.

The Second Lesson - Genesis 22

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed.

nd the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By

myself | have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not
withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”



This, the Second Lesson.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 338

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

The Third Lesson - Isaiah 9

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.

he people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land

of deep darkness, on them has light shone. For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase
of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteous-ness from this
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

This, the Third Lesson.
Thanks be to God.




HYMN The People that in Darkness Sat 412 1,3 4

1. The people that in darkness sat 3. Tousa Child of hope is born,
A glorious light have seen; To us a Son is giv’n,
The light has shined on them who long And on His shoulder ever rests
In shades of death have been, All pow’r in earth and heav’n,
In shades of death have been. All pow’r in earth and heav’n.

4. His name shall be the Prince of Peace, the Everlasting Lord,
The Wonderful, the Counselor, the God by all adored,
The God by all adored.

The Fourth Lesson - Isaiah 11

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

here shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots

shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. But with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. The wolf shall
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and
the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the
bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put
his hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

This, the Fourth Lesson.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 359

Lo, how a rose ¢’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as prophets long have sung,

It came, a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter,

When half-spent was the night.

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the rose | have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.



To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

This flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor the darkness ev’rywhere.

True man, yet very God, from sin and death He saves us

And lightens ev’ry load.

O Savior, child of Mary, Who felt our human woe;

O Savior, King of glory, Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray to the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.

The Fifth Lesson - St. Luke 1

The angel Gabriel greets the Blessed Virgin Mary.

n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named

Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried
to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since [ am a virgin?” And
the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of
God. And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her.

This, the Fifth Lesson.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM 2:00pm Away in a Manger
4:00pm Christmas Angels Medley

HYMN 7:00pM O Little Town of Bethlehem 361
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;



Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

The Sixth Lesson - St. Luke 2

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

Sn those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for
her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

This, the Sixth Lesson.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON
OFFERING

The Seventh Lesson - Luke 2

The shepherds go to the manger.

nd in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their

flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in
a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has



happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.

This, the Seventh Lesson.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 366 1,3

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, from heav’n’s all-gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

All you, beneath your heavy load, by care and guilt bent low,
Who toil along a dreary way with painful steps and slow:

Look up, for golden is the hour, come swiftly on the wing,

The Prince was born to bring you peace; of Him the angels sing.

The Fighth Lesson - St. Matthew 2

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

ow after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship
him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: “And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people
Israel.”” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what
time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may
come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold,
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

This, the Eighth Lesson.
Thanks be to God.



HYMN As with Gladness Men of Old 1-3

1. As with gladness men of old 2. As with joyful steps they sped,
Did the guiding star behold; Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
As with joy they hailed its light, There to bend the knee before
Leading onward, beaming bright; Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore;
So, most gracious Lord, may we So may we with willing feet
Evermore be led by Thee. Ever seek Thy mercy seat.

3. As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.

The Ninth Lesson - St. John 1
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without
him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about
the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

This, the Ninth Lesson.
Thanks be to God.



HYMN Hark the Herald Angels Sing 380

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

THE PRAYER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only Son,
Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive Him for our Redeemer, so we may with
sure confidence behold Him, when He shall come to be our Judge; who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.

Amen.

Christmas Eve Candlelighting

Please tip your candle toward the one from whom you receive the flame.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2

HYMN Silent Night 363
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!



Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

After the hymn please carefully extinguish your candle.
THE BLESSING

May Christ, who by His incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly, grant
you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and keep you in His mystical body, the
Church; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son I~ and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you always.

Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN Joy to the World 387
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 3. No more let sins and sorrows grow
Let earth receive her King; Nor thorns infest the ground;
Let ev'ry heart He comes to make
Prepare Him room His blessings flow
And heav’'n and nature sing, Far as the curse is found,
And heav’'n and nature sing, Far as the curse is found,
And heav’n, and heav’'n and nature sing. Far as, far as the curse is found.
2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 4. He rules the world with truth and
Let men their songs employ, grace
While fields and floods, And makes the nations prove
Rocks, hills, and plains The glories of His righteousness
Repeat the sounding joy, And wonders of His love,
Repeat the sounding joy, And wonders of His love,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. And wonders, wonders of His love.

T T T
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Steve Reisner Family
Jim and Cara Richter Families

Dennis and Ellen Rudzinski

Ken Spreeman, JaKen, Holly, and Erica
Dan Sumnicht Family

Dan Sumnicht Family

Carol Wegner and Thompson Family
Sandy and Family

Barb and Randy Wickman

His Family

Rob and Glenda Woldt and Family
Audrey Wood

Their Family

Darren, Maureen, Hannah, and
Bethany Zernicke

All Things St. Paul
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Rev. Ryan J. Fehrmann, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Mark R. Palmer, Visitation Pastor

Rev. Timothy J. Shoup, Assistant Pastor

Mr. Aaron M. Landgrave, Principal

Mrs. Lorraine Doell, Director of Parish Music
Mrs. Robin Reep, Youth Director




Mr. James Meyer, Director of Christian Ministries
Church Office 715-758-8559  School Office 715-758-8532

240 E. Green Bay Street, Bonduel, Wisconsin 54107
Website: www.stpaulbonduel.com



http://www.stpaulbonduel.com/

