St. Paul Lutheran Church and School

Bonduel, Wisconsin
December 11/14, 2025

The Third Sunday in Advent

T T T
Prelude 8:00am Chapel Chimings
Opening Hymn 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

Confession and Absolution page 184

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Introit — Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5

Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | will say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand.
LoRD, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.
Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
Let me hear what God the LoRD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Kyrie page 186
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. ?Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry
to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from
the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the



way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. “Every valley shall
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain. >And the glory of the LorD shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” °A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of
the field. "The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LorD blows on it;
surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God
will stand forever. °Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the
cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” °Behold, the Lord Gob comes with might, and his
arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.

1He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Dedication of New Handbells 8:00am
Handbells Anthem 8:00am Advent Passacaglia

Epistle Reading — 1 Corinthians 4:1-5

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries
of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with
me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact,
| do not even judge myself. 4l am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. °Therefore do not pronounce judgment
before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in
darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his
commendation from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia  page 190
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.



The Holy Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his
disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the
dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. ®And blessed is the
one who is not offended by me.”

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8wWhat then did you
go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are
in kings’ houses. ®What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and
more than a prophet. 1°This is he of whom it is written, ““Behold, I send my messenger
before your face, who will prepare your way before you.” 'Truly, | say to you, among
those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed inside back cover of hymnal

Hymn 346 When All the World Was Cursed
Sermon “A Voice of Comfort” Isaiah 40:1-11
Offertory Hymn 956 Create in Me

Offering

Prayer of the Church

The Lord’s Prayer



Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.

Closing Hymn 341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 1-3
Postlude 8:00am Danza
23 23 23
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Serving the Lovd in Worship

Pastor Rev. Ryan J. Fehrmann
Organists  Thursday — Mrs. Debbie Welch
Sunday — Mrs. Lorraine Doell
Music 8:00am — St. Paul Handbells Choir
10:15am — Preschool/4K Christmas Program

Prayers

In Need of Healing . .. Elroy Block, Tom Bohn, Brenda Bronold,
Allie Gardner, Brianna Ghbein, Brice Huntington, Gregory Kopitzke, Jr.,
W ord. pce Mueller, Marvin Neitzel, Theresa Runge, Connie Rusch,
] ol Our Andrew Schoepke, Roxanne Steif, Rogene Wegner, Mark Welch,
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Announcements

Next week's worship ... The Fourth Sunday in Advent
Deuteronomy 18:15-19; Philippians 4:4-7; John 1:19-28; Order of Service: Divine Three

The Lutheran Hour ... "Everybody Is Somebody' Romans 1:7

God sends His people--the Church--to be His letters to the world, delivering His Word of
promise. Tune in next Sunday at 10:00am to hear Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler on
WRVM/102.7 FM, or go to www.lutheranhour.org.

Time change for Thursday Evening Service . .. Beginning January 1, 2026, the
Thursday evening worship services will change from 7:00pm to 6:00pm.

Holiday Giving Tree . .. Each year, St. Paul sponsors the Holiday Giving Tree, which

helps a few of our St. Paul families that may need some extra help this year. Feel free to
take an ornament or two off the tree and help make the holiday season a little easier this

year for these families.

Attended/Communed— December 3, 4, & 7, 2025
Midweek Advent 1 ~ Wednesday 12/3 6:00pm 91

Thursday 12/4 7:00pm 65/ 59
Sunday 12/7 8:00am 204/172
10:15am 221/132

Total 490/363

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIWS ... Orders are now being taken for
poinsettias to beautify our sanctuary for Christmas worship. If you
would like to sponsor a poinsettia, please write your information on
the envelope provided, enclose cash or a check written to St. Paul
Lutheran Church, and place the envelope in the wooden box in the
narthex by December 18. The cost is $25 per plant. If you have any
questions, contact Jean Hedtke at 715-758-2728.



https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
http://www.lutheranhour.org/

Lutheran Witness Subscription Renewal . . . If you have been receiving the Lutheran
Witness or would like to sign up for the monthly magazine; or if you would like to know
more about it, please stop by the table in the Narthex. The Lutheran Witness provides lay
people with stories and information that complement congregational life, fosters personal
growth in faith, and helps interpret the contemporary world from a Lutheran Christian
perspective. The cost for the annual subscription is $20 to receive by bulk mailing to

St. Paul. Checks should be made out to St. Paul. If you leave money for a subscription
at the office, please put cash or check in an envelope labeled MISSION CIRCLE,
Lutheran Witness, with your name. Contact Willa Rusch with questions.

Lutherans for Life Signature Ad . .. Lutherans for Life is planning a Signature Ad in
the Market Messenger. Please stop by the table in the narthex to sign up. A donation of
$3 is suggested and appreciated. Wisconsin Right to Life March usually has a walk for
Life in January. Check your local paper for information. We must do all we can to keep
this organization that speaks for LIFE going. Contact Sue Ebert with questions.

Mission Circle Christmas Meeting . .. ALL ladies of the congregation are invited to
and join us for a Christmas meeting and program on Thursday, December 18 at 1:00pm
in the fellowship hall. The program will also include a Mite Box devotion and special
offering towards a choice from the “Christmas Giving Tree”. Bring a gift to exchange if
you wish and enjoy a light lunch with fellowship. Please mark your calendar and invite a
friend or neighbor to attend with you. Contact Sharon Schrader with questions.

Children’s Christmas Programs

Sunday, December 14 10:15am — Preschool and 4K

Thursday, December 18 6:30pm — Grades 5-8
(No 7:00pm service)

Monday, December 22 6:30pm — Grades K-4




N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e

Support our 7t and 8™ Grade Washington D.C. Trip ... Our 7" and 8" grade classes
are hosting a meat raffle to help fund their upcoming trip to Washington, D.C. We are
asking our congregation to help offset the cost of the raffle by donating gift cards or
monetary contributions. A giving board is set up in the narthex; you may take a tab from
the board to indicate the donation you plan to give. Gift cards and monetary donations
may be placed in the basket located next to the board. Your generosity directly supports
our students, especially those who may not otherwise be able to afford this once-in-a-
lifetime educational experience. Thank you in advance for your kindness and continued
support of our youth!

Dear St. Paul Family,

| hope this message finds you well. We are grateful for the many ways God
continues to bless and grow our school ministry. Today, | am writing to share
an important need for our school.

We currently have an opening for a middle school teacher. We are prayerfully
seeking someone who has a heart for children, a passion for learning, and a
desire to serve in a Christ-centered environment. This position can be a
wonderful opportunity for an experienced educator, someone newer to
teaching, or even a retired teacher who still feels called to invest in young lives.

If you or someone you know might be interested—or if you simply want more
information—please reach out to Principal Landgrave at
a.landgrave@stpaulbonduel.com. Your referrals and prayers are deeply
appreciated as we seek the person God has prepared for this role.

Thank you for your continued support of St. Paul School and for being such a
faithful, Christian community.

Working for Him,

Aaron Landgrave
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Associate Pastor Call Process Update 12/3/2025

Seventy-four surveys were received back regarding what the congregation
members feel are the most important attributes for our next Associate Pastor.

Those results have been tabulated and will be shared with the congregation soon.
They will also be forwarded to Rev. President Shoup in the District Office, along
with the names of several possible candidates that were submitted by congregation
members, and an updated profile of St. Paul (demographics, etc.). The District
Office will then compile a list of potential pastoral candidates that fit the criteria we
submitted and believe would be a good fit for St. Paul. That list is expected back to
us by mid-late January 2026 at which time the Board of Elders will begin the
vetting process (contacting the candidate to see if they are open to a Call, paring the
list down based on initial phone interviews, etc.) We know God will bring us the
right Pastor at the right time, and the process does take some time. In the
meantime, please continue to keep Pastor Fehrmann and his family in your prayers.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office.

Christmas

'WORSHIP SERVICES

+




2025 St. Paul Live Nativity Recap

On Saturday, December 6, St. Paul hosted a Live Nativity event 3:00pm -
5:00pm in the grove behind the church/school. Between 500-550 people
attended in-person or via the drive-by option. Our Youth did a great job as
live actors, portraying Mary, Joseph, angels, shepherds, and wise men. Live
animals included a baby jersey calf, two mini-highland cows, a donkey, goats,
chickens, and a baby camel. Pastor Shoup led the singing of hymns at the
event. 200+ gathered in the grove for the finale with lit candles, heard the
Christmas story from Luke 2, and then sang Silent Night. We had many
positive comments from those who attended including about how welcoming
St. Paul members are! The social media posts have garnered 48,400 views as
of early Tuesday morning (12/8)!

St. Paul! You really stepped up to make this event happen, and there are too
many volunteers to thank by name. Know you all made a difference this
Christmas season, whether you helped get the live nativity area ready, worked
as a live actor, made sure we had live animals there, bought supplies and
refreshments, donated materials, helped serve the refreshments, worked the
welcome/registration table, helped with parking, made sure we had enough
candles, handed out cards to the drive-by attendees, or did marketing
(including social media posts).

We are looking forward to hosting this event again in December 2026 as part
of the Celebrate Bonduel “Christmas in Bonduel” events.




SUN.

MON.

TUES.

WED.

THURS.

FRI.
SAT.
SUN.

Dec. 18
Dec. 21

EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK

12/14  8:00am Worship (Dedication of New Handbells)
9:00am Fellowship (SPYRT)
9:15am LIFE Hour
10:15am Preschool/4K Christmas Program

12/15 7:30am Strong Bodies
9:00am Grace and Giggles
6:00pm Online Ministry
6:30pm Prayer Shawl Ministry

12/16 7:00am Bible Class
8:00am Quilting
7:00pm Men’s Club

12/17 8:15am Chapel

9:15am Preschool Chapel
11:00am Worship — Holy Communion

4:00pm — 6:00pm Food Pantry
5:00pm Advent Meal
6:00pm Advent Worship
6:00pm Public School Confirmation
7:05pm Choir

12/18 1:00pm Mission Circle
5:00pm Grace & Giggles
6:30pm Grades 5-8 Christmas Program

12/19 7:30am Strong Bodies
12/20

12/21 8:00am Worship — Holy Communion
9:15am LIFE Hour
10:15am Worship — Holy Communion

SCRIP Schedule Next Week

Sandy Staszak
Karla Moede Peggy Buchholz



All Things St. Paul

Rev. Ryan J. Fehrmann, Administrative Pastor

Rev. Mark R. Palmer, Visitation Pastor

Rev. Timothy J. Shoup, Assistant Pastor

Mr. Aaron M. Landgrave, Principal

Mrs. Lorraine Doell, Director of Parish Music

Mrs. Robin Reep, Youth Director

Mr. James Meyer, Director of Christian Ministries

Church Office 715-758-8559  School Office 715-758-8532
240 E. Green Bay Street, Bonduel, Wisconsin 54107

Website: www.stpaulbonduel.com
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