
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Bonduel, Wisconsin 

November 23, 2025 

 

Opening Hymn 516  Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 

1. “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” the watchmen on the heights are crying; 

 “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

Midnight hears the welcome voices and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 

“Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 

The Bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take! 

Alleluia! With bridal care yourselves prepare 

To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.” 

 

2. Zion hears the watchmen singing, and all her heart with joy is springing; 

She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

For her Lord comes down all-glorious, the strong in grace, in truth victorious; 

Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 

Now come, Thou Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, hail! Hosanna! 

We enter all the wedding hall 

To eat the Supper at Thy call. 

 

3. Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, let saints and angels sing before Thee 

With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. 

Of one pearl each shining portal, where, joining with the choir immortal, 

We gather round Thy radiant throne. 

No eye has seen the light, no ear has heard the might of Thy glory; 

Therefore will we eternally 

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! 

 

Confession and Absolution 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  



Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

 who made heaven and earth. 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

Introit — Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8 

Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 

 who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 

Lift up your hands to the holy place 

 and bless the LORD! 

May the LORD bless you from Zion, 

 he who made heaven and earth! 

Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Kyrie page 186 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 



Gloria in Excelsis  page 187 

Glory be to God on high: 

and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  

have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

 And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive Your 

people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at 

last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

 Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading — Malachi 3:13–18  

 “Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we 

spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our 

keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And now 

we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and 

they escape.’” 

 16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention 

and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared 

the LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the 

day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his 



son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous 

and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading — Colossians 1:13–20  

 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 

of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 
17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of 

the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything 

he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 

peace by the blood of his cross. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia page 190 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

The Holy Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 

 Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

 And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were 

mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of 

Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For 

behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs 

that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the 

mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the 

wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And 

when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, 

for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the 



people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let 

him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked 

him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the 

Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 

Jews.” 

 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 

Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 

God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, 

for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said 

to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 515   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

 

2. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the Bridegroom near; 

Go forth as He approaches with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; the Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

3. The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff’rings bore, 

Shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 

In triumph cast before Him their diadems of gold. 

 

4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

Arise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

The day of earth’s redemption that sets Your people free! 

 

Sermon  “Wake, Awake!” 

 

Offertory  page 192 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,  

and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 Amen, amen, amen. 

 

Closing Hymn  548   Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious 

1. Thanks to Thee, O Christ, victorious! Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life! 

Death hath now no power o’er us, Thou hast conquered in the strife. 

Thanks because Thou didst arise and hast opened paradise! 

None can fully sing the glory of the resurrection story. 

 

2. Thou hast died for my transgression, all my sins on Thee were laid; 

Thou hast won for me salvation, on the cross my debt was paid. 

From the grave I shall arise and shall meet Thee in the skies. 

Death itself is transitory; I shall lift my head in glory. 

 

3. For the joy Thine advent gave me, for Thy holy, precious Word; 

For Thy Baptism, which doth save me, for Thy blest Communion board; 

For Thy death, the bitter scorn, for Thy resurrection morn, 

     Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, and in heav’n I shall behold Thee. 
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