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Early Beginnings

ÃLutheran Influence in 1700õs & 1800õs

Ã C. F. W. Walther made an impact

Ã New congregations had difficult times



St. Paul Roots Traced to 1850õs & 1860õs

Ã Settlers gathered in home of Henry Burmeister

Ã Several familiar names were among early worshipers 

Ã Missionary Rev. J. N. Beyer conducted a service in 1861 

Ã St. Paul Lutheran Church established in 1863



Bonduel after 1925



St. Paul Congregation Forms 

Ã Rev. P. H. Dicke gathered settlers into Hartland 

congregation 

Ã Services continued with Rev. Dicke remaining in area 

Ã Land was purchased for St. Paul 



Rev. P. H. Dickefrom 1863 ð 1872

Ã Arrived in Belle Plaine May, 1863 

Ã Served Hartland (Bonduel) and three other 

congregations 

Ã Roots of Pastor Dicke

Ã Buried in St. Paul-TW cemetery



Warranty Deed of property transferred to St. Paul congregation by 

Rev. and Mrs. Peter Dicke on January 25, 1866.



Log Church & School

Ã Built in 1869

Ã Interest in Christian education by area people



Rev. Henry Stutefrom 1872 ð 1881

ÇFirst resident pastor at St. Paul

ÇMarried Rev. Dickeõseldest 

daughter 

ÇSt. Paul grew rapidly

ÇDecision in 1878 to build a new 

church



There Were Three Pastors From 1881-1920

Ã Rev. Karl Friedrich Wilhelm Ebert from 1881ð1888 

Ã Rev. Henry Rathjen from 1888ð1911 

Ã Rev. Martin Mueller from 1911ð1920



First Framed Church ñ 1879



Moving of Church Onto Basement



1916 Church Building



1889 School



Foundation of Christian Education at St. Paul Started Early

Ã School sessions were not always regular

Ã Grade levels not in order

Ã Confirmation



Rev. W. J. Plischke Made Lasting Impact

Ã Call made in November, 1920 

Ã Introduced English language in worship  

Ã Radio ministry   

Ã Organized various groups

Ã Strong supporter of missions  



1925 School Building

Ã Supported by Pastor Plischke

Ã Number of students grew

Ã Number of teachers increased



Mr. J. L. Banser and students in new classroom



1925 School With Additions in 1954 & 1968



Rev. Randolph Mueller From 1956-1963

Ã Supporter of Christian Education

Ã Last German-speaking pastor

Ã Summary of services



1961 Remodeled Church



Rev. Virgil Joss From 1963-1981

Ã Saturday evening services started



Old Parsonage taken down -1963

Ã Old parsonage razed (upper-left corner)

Ã Congregation members provided most labor



New Parsonage Built

Ã Congregation members provided most labor



St. Paul Progressed During Joss Years

Ã Audrey Marohl hired 1976 

Ã Alcohol no longer allowed 

Ã 1974 refurbishing of church  

Ã Vietnamese family sponsored in 1975 

Ã Don Karolusfilled in for Pastor Joss, 1979 



August 1977 Lutheran Witness News



Rev. Roland Golz From 1981-1993

Ã Started Bible Classes  

Ã Reorganized Boards & committees 

ÃWomenõs right to vote Jan. 1982 

Ã Church Council started meeting 1985 

Ã Preschool started 1985 

Ã VBS started 1987 



Rev. Brent Klein From 1987-1997

Ã First associate pastor  

Ã Served as sole pastor 



Rev. Leonard P. Wildauer From 1994-2008

Ã Began as vicar  

Ã Became sole pastor 



Present Day Pastors

Ã Rev. Timothy J. Shouparrived 1998

His focus has been on:

ÄLong range planning split between staff and building

ÄPromoting the music & youth programs - both now 

have directors

ÄBuilding project and transition from the old church to 

new facility

ÄMission projects, especially our Vanko/Viola Romania 

project

ÄTransition from the old TLH to the new LSB hymnal



Present Day Pastors Continued

Ã Rev. Mark A. Palmer arrived 2009

His focus has been on:

ÄEvangelism, including establishing our Care Ministry 

program for visitors

ÄWelcoming and integrating new families

ÄOur childrenõs spiritual needs, including the youth



Mission Festival

Ã Missions important to St. Paul from beginning 

Ã Mission envelopes used since 1915 

Ã Amounts have changed, but the giving remains 



Mission Church ð Butin, Romania



Butin Ĕ
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