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The Nativity of Our Lord — Christmas Day

Processional Hymn
Oh Come All Ye Faithful
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O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels: Refrain

Refrain

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4) and Music: Public domain

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness
to stand in Your presence as Your children. We have sinned:
Forgive and heal us.
The Virgin Mary accepted Your call to be the mother of Jesus.
Forgive our disobedience to Your will. We have sinned:
Forgive and heal us.

Your Son our Savior was born in poverty in a manger.
Forgive our greed and rejection of Your ways. We have sinned:
Forgive and heal us.
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem.
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. We have sinned:
Forgive and heal us.
The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King.
Forgive our reluctance to seek You. We have sinned:
Forgive and heal us.

Absolution
Receive this Word from God first delivered by His angel,
“Fear not!
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
Unto you is born this day in the city of David,
a Savior
who is Christ the Lord.”
Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all your
sins. With forgiveness, there is room and welcome for you with Him now and
unto eternity! In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Hymn
Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
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Now sing we, now rejoice,
Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth
Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth
The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art!
Thou my Savior art!

Text and Tune: Public domain

Christmas Versicles
Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1–4
For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things!
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.
The LORD has made known His salvation;
He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, that in the birth of
Your only-begotten Son in the flesh You have set us free from the bondage of sin;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Christmas Gloria
Angels We Have Heard on High
(sung by quartet)

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 16:4–5

L

et the outcasts of Moab sojourn among you; be a shelter to them from the
destroyer. When the oppressor is no more and destruction has ceased, and
he who tramples underfoot has vanished from the land, 5then a throne will be
established in steadfast love, and on it will sit in faithfulness in the tent of David
one who judges and seeks justice and is swift to do righteousness.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle
Titus 3:4–7

B

ut when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn
Angels from the Realms of Glory
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Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain
Refrain

Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain
All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain

Holy Gospel
Luke 2:15–20

W

hen the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they
saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,
as it had been told them.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Creed
Meaning of the Second Article of the Apostles Creed
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and
also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost
and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious
blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to
all eternity. This is most certainly true.

Hymn
What Child is This

370

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!
Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!
Text (sts. 1–3) and Music: Public domain

Christmas Sermon
From the Tent of David (Isaiah 16:4–5)

Prayer of the Church
Offering
(Leave offering in the entrance or please give online.)

Service of the Sacrament
Holy Communion . . . Our practice of close communion is the Biblical and historic practice of the Christian church. It
is prompted by love, both for God’s Word and for His people since it seeks to prevent spiritual damage to those who do
not recognize the true body and blood of Christ in, with, and under the bread and wine in this Holy Supper (1 Cor.
11:29). Furthermore, it does not deny that members of other denominations are Christians. Rather, it bows the knee to
the Bible’s deep concern for doctrinal truth (Romans 16:17) and the Bible’s witness that the Lord’s Supper is the
highest expression of fellowship and doctrinal unity (Acts 2:42). For this reason, guests who are not members of a
sister LCMS congregation are asked to speak to our pastor before communing.

Preface
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a
new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death
for your sins.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins. Amen.

Hymns
Away in a Manger
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Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
Text (sts. 1–3) and Tune: Public domain

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the_angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain
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Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the_incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain

Refrain
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3) and Music: Public dom

Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!
1
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2

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

While shepherds kept their watching 3
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
Text (sts. ref, 1–3) and Music: Public domain

Thanksgiving
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.
Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you
And  give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn
Joy to the World
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Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

T

T

T
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Serving the Lord in Worship
Pastors
Organist
Quartet

Rev. Mark R. Palmer
Rev. Timothy J. Shoup
Mrs. Lorraine Doell
Jerry and Peggy Buchholz, David and Lorraine Doell

Prayers
In Need of Healing . . . Bob Buettner, Lori Cathey,
Gabe Delzer, David Genke (brother of Randy),
Shirley Kieckhafer, Gregory Kopitske, Jr., Patrick Luepke,
Judy Manthei, Sue Nohr, Donna Seefeldt, Jerry Steif, and
Tom Sumnicht.
Bulletin Sponsor . . . This Christmas Day bulletin is sponsored to the glory of
God and with loving memory of June Wesenberg who went to be with her Lord
December 25, 2004, and Alvin Wesenberg who joined her on June 20, 2013,
from their children and their families.

Poinsettias may be taken home following the
Christmas Day service on December 25.

POINSETTIAS
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Placed with thanksgiving to the glory of God for His Son by:
Pearl Kyle
Ron and Amy Schmidt Family
Lori and Wayne Johnson
Jeff Simon
PLACED IN MEMORY OF .....................

PLACED BY

Mark Adkins .....................................................
Larry Reisner, Maynard Bahr, and ................
Marvin Murphy
Jeff and Dennis Bahr .......................................
Loved ones now departed ................................
Robert Bleick, Albert & Emma Graf ................
Heather Bleick Cervelli, Matthew Suski ..........
Warren and Margarette Born .........................
Florence Buelow ...............................................
Jeff and Marlene Buettner ...............................

Dianne Adkins and Family
Kevin Bahr and Family
Sally and Shelby and Family
Jon and Karen Baker
Bleick Family
Bleick Family
Sheldon and Barbara Born Family
Her Family
Bob and Barb Buettner and Family

Departed Family Members ..............................
William “Bill” Buss ...........................................
Gerald Dehn .....................................................
John Dobratz ....................................................
Lyle and Patty Ann Gehm ................................
George and Emma Gehm, and ........................
Curtis and Arlene Grunewald
Justin Jeske.......................................................
Henry and Eleanor Klosterman ......................
Ray and Mary Braun .......................................
Vernon and Victoria Kohn ...............................
Loved Ones .......................................................
“Sally” Luepke...................................................
Alfred and Violet Luepke, and .........................
Elmer and Arlene Buelow
David McClone .................................................
Audrey Moede ..................................................
Marsha, Marlene, Maynard, and ....................
Marcella Boerst ................................................
All Grandparents Now Departed ....................
George and Elda Sager, James Sager .............
Parents – Wally Buss and June Buss Bethke ..
Jacob Thorne ....................................................
Ernie and Mutzy Tischler.................................
Rev. Mark and Gladys Wegner, and ...............
Luther and Naomi Leininger
Jenny Wickman – Hacker and our parents....
Mike Wolf..........................................................
Jeff Wolf ............................................................
Bob Woldt .........................................................
Bob Woldt and Beverly Zuleger.......................
Roger Wood ......................................................
Dale Wussow ....................................................

Chuck Buss and Family
Patty Buss and Family
Betty Dehn and Family
His Family
Carol Gehm and Family
James J. and Ione Grunewald
His Family
Klosterman Family
Ken, Cheryl, Kevin Kohn and Family
Ken, Cheryl, Kevin Kohn and Family
Steve and Lisa Lemhouse
Larry and Jane Luepke
Larry and Jane Luepke
Tom and Lois McClone and Family
Audrey’s Family
Roger and Mary Peterman
Mike and Patti Boerst
Steve Reisner Family
D.J. and Lana Reinke Family
Ellen and Dennis Rudzinski
Jacob’s Family
The Family
Richard and Carol Wegner
Randy and Barb Wickman
Gary and Lorraine Wolf Family
Gary and Lorraine Wolf Family
The Family
Rob and Glenda Woldt
Audrey Wood and Family
His Family
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Mr. Gerald R. Schmidt, Principal
Church Office 715-758-8559
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