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“What Child Is This”

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!
Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

In the name of the Father
Who sent His Son to dwell among us;
In the name of the  Son, Jesus
The Emmanuel, God with us;
In the name of the Holy Spirit
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

387

“Joy to the World”

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set
us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 52:7 10

beautiful upon the mountains
How
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
9Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
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“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

“From heav’n above to earth I come
To bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:
“To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child of lowly birth
Shall be the joy of all the earth.
Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That You might share Your joy with me.

Epistle

L

Hebrews 1:1 4

ong ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Nicene Creed

Second Article

And I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
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A great and mighty wonder,
A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant
With virgin honor pure!
Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”

“A Great and Mighty Wonder”

The Word becomes incarnate
And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems
To shepherds from the sky.
Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”
Since all He comes to ransom,
By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em,
The Savior and the Lord.
Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”
Stand

Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

I

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him
was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did
not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14And

the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

Third Article

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Choir

“Celebrate with Singing”

Sermon

From the Father

Hymn
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(John 1:14)

“Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”
Come, your hearts and voices raising,
Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
Christ the Lord with gladness praising;
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Loudly sing His love amazing,
Gently lead us and be near us
Worthy folk of Christendom.
Till we join Your choir above.

Offering
Prayers
Note for those desiring to commune… Our practice of close communion is the Biblical and historic practice
of the Christian church. It is prompted by love, both for God’s Word and for His people since it seeks to
prevent spiritual damage to those who do not recognize the true body and blood of Christ in, with, and
under the bread and wine in this Holy Supper (1 Corinthians 11:29). Furthermore, it does not deny that
members of other denominations are Christians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible’s deep concern for
doctrinal truth (Romans 16:17) and the Bible’s witness that the Lord’s Supper is the highest expression of
fellowship and doctrinal unity (Acts 2:42). For this reason, guests who are not a member of a sister LCMS
congregation are asked to speak to our pastor before communing.

Stand

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore on this celebration day of
His birth, we sing:
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“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”

Now sing we, now rejoice,
Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth
Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth
The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art!
Thou my Savior art!

Oh, where shall joy be found?
Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing
With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing
In heav’nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there!
Oh, that we were there!

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Distribution Hymns
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
Angels from the Realms of Glory
Go Tell It on the Mountain
It Came upon the Midnight Clear

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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“Let All Together Praise Our God”

Let all together praise our God
Before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’n again
To give us His own Son,
To give us His own Son.

He undertakes a great exchange,
Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us His realm,
His glory, and His name,
His glory, and His name.

Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Recessional Hymn
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Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

T

T

T

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. Unless otherwise
indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Serving the Lord in Worship
Liturgy
Organist
Music
Acolyte

Rev. Timothy J. Shoup
Mrs. Debbie Welch
Adult Choir
Elena Schultz

Sermon

Rev. Mark R. Palmer

PRAYERS
In Need of Healing . . . Shirley Kieckhafer, Gregory Kopitske, Jr., Alicia Kroening,
Robert Luepke, Audrey Moede, Jerry Schoepke, Brittany Slack, Richard Wegner, and
Roger Wood.
Bulletin sponsored . . . to the glory of God and with loving memory for our
parents, Alvin and June Wesenberg. We remember our mom each Christmas as she
went to be with the Lord on December 25, 2004, and dad was reunited with her
on June 20, 2013.

Poinsettias may be taken home following the
Christmas Day service on December 25th.

POINSETTIAS

2018

Placed with thanksgiving to the glory of God for His Son by:
Jeff Simon
Lori and Wayne Johnson
Ron and Pam Schmidt
Ron and Amy Schmidt and Family
Darren, Maureen, Hannah, and Bethany Zernicke

PLACED IN MEMORY OF ................................
Larry Reisner, Maynard Bahr, and
Marvin Murphy ......................................................
Jeff and Dennis Bahr ..............................................
Loved ones now departed .......................................
Carol Bartels ..........................................................
Robert Bleick, Heather Bleick, Matt Suski, ............
Maynard and Marcella Boerst ...............................
Warren and Margaret Born ...................................
Florence Buelow ....................................................
Jeff and Marlene Buettner .....................................
Sue Busch ...............................................................
Gerald Dehn ...........................................................
September Deneys ..................................................
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Forslund ...........................
Adolph “Spitz” and Rose Marie Druckrey ............
Germaine Frank .....................................................
Lyle and Patty Ann Gehm .......................................
Roland (Rolly) Genke .............................................
Mary Genke ............................................................
George and Emma Gehm, and
Curtis Grunewald and Gordon Carlson .................
Justin Jeske .............................................................
Henry and Eleanor Klosterman .............................
RoJean Knueppel ....................................................
Kristine Reinke .......................................................
Pat Kohn .................................................................
Ray and Mary Braun ..............................................
Vernon and Victoria Kohn .....................................
Willard Kohn ..........................................................
Duane Kuehn ..........................................................
Loved Ones .............................................................
“Sally” Luepke .......................................................
Arlene Buelow ........................................................
Lauren Marohl .......................................................

PLACED BY
Kevin and Sheila Bahr and Family
Sally and Shelby Bahr and Family
Jon and Karen Baker
Bartels Family
Margery Bleick
Their Family
Sheldon and Barbara Born
Her Family
Bob and Family
Her Family
Betty Dehn and Family
Ricky, Becky, Olivia and Max Deneys
David and Lorraine Doell
Family of Adolph and Rose Druckrey
John Frank
Carol Gehm and Family
Diane Genke
Randy, Amy, Steve, and Kim Genke
James J. and Ione Grunewald
His Family
Klosterman Family
Knueppel Families
Knueppel Families
Allen Kohn
Ken and Cheryl Kohn and Family
Ken and Cheryl Kohn and Family
Marcella Kohn and Family
Family of Duane Kuehn
Steve and Lisa Lemhouse
Larry and Jane Luepke
Larry and Jane Luepke
Josh Marohl Family

David McClone ......................................................
Richard Moede .......................................................
Elmer and Ruth Richter ..........................................
All Grandparents Now Departed ...........................
Kristine Reinke .......................................................

Charles and Doris Mueller, and
John and Geraldine Reinke ....................................
In loving memory of our parents ............................
Ivan and Norma Rueckert, DuWayne Rueckert, and
Donna Rueckert ......................................................
Curt and Corinne Schneider ..................................
Brandi Ann Sporisky ...............................................
Dean L. Sporisky ....................................................
Jacob Thorne ..........................................................
Rev. Mark and Gladys Wegner, and
Luther and Naomi Leininger ..................................
Dave Wegner ..........................................................
Jenny Wickman, Mayford and Jane Schultz,
Al and Agnes Wickman ...........................................
Mike, Taylor, and Jeff Wolf ....................................
Phil Wudtke and Pat (Delano) Wudtke ..................
Wally and Gordis Beilfuss ......................................
Dale Wussow ..........................................................

Tom and Lois McClone and Family
Carol Moede and Family
Greg and Pam Rank
Steve Reisner Family
David, Jeremy, Jake and Mindy
Reinke, Jennifer Hartlaben and
Grandchildren
Johnny and Kris Reinke
Charles and Sandy Rosin
Joe and Rosie Rueckert
Curt and Corinne’s Family
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