
Recent Events 
September 1-2: Ceylon 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(CELC) Convocation, 
including conference, the 
ordination of Rev. 
Gnanakumar, the foundation 
of the Ceylon Evangelical 
Lutheran Publishing House 
(CELPH) 

September 9: Monica begins 
Music Theory classes for pre-
seminary students and other 
locals 

September 12- 21: The family 
battles parasitic infection 
(very common in South Asia) 
and recovers. 

September 15: Pastor Edward 
presents a paper on Sola 
Scriptura at a conference at  
the University of Kelaniya. 
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To be added to or removed 
from this mailing list, send an 
email message to 
edward.naumann@lcmsintl.org 
with the word ADD or 
REMOVE in the subject line. 

News from Rev. Dr. Edward and Monica Naumann, serving the Lord in South Asia 
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FIRST C.E.L.C. PASTOR ORDAINED 

Asia Regional Director Rev. Charles Ferry ordains Vicar Gnanakumar 
 
Two out of the seven students who sat for theological interviews in July, 
who had completed eight intensive courses over the past year, were 
certified for ordination into the Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church.  
Rev. Gnanakumar was ordained into the ministry on September 2, 2017 
by the Regional Director Rev. Charles Ferry. About a hundred people, 
including many of Rev. Gnanakumar’s relatives, and families from his 
mission station in Eila, witnessed the service, which was held at Lanka 
Bible College, Peradeniya, at the closing of the first CELC Convocation. 
After his ordination, Rev. Gnanakumar led the Communion liturgy for 
his first time, and did a fine job! The other candidate, vicar Anton, was 
certified on the condition that his fiancée be confirmed in the Lutheran 
Church, which has now been fulfilled, as of October 15. Anton’s 
ordination will be scheduled in 2018. Most of the remaining vicars will 
continue to serve as lay leaders in the remote preaching stations on tea 
plantations. What a joyous occasion to add another much-needed pastor 
to the Lutheran church in Sri Lanka, and to be able to look forward to the 
addition of another pastor in the near future! Both pastors will continue to 
receive theological education and guidance in their first years of ministry. 



 

There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or 
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.” 

 

 FUN FACTS 
 
LARGEST EXPORT 
Tea is Sri Lanka’s largest 
export, accounting for 12% of 
its export by product (2014). 
It’s the fourth largest 
exporter of tea in the world, 
and in February 2017, 
marked its 150th 
anniversary of tea 
exportation. Ceylon Tea, 
being that Sri Lanka is most 
known for, is considered by 
the cleanest tea in the world 
by the ISO (with the least 
pesticide residue quantities). 
 
CINNAMON’S ORIGINS 
Cinnamon is known and loved 
around the world, from 
cinnamon buns to curries and 
Indian food. Cinnamon is 
actually from Sri Lanka and 
was discovered by the 
Egyptians as early as 
2000BC, who used it for 
many things, including as a 
spice, but also as perfuming 
in the embalming process. 
Most of the world’s cinnamon 
still comes from Sri Lanka 
(80-90%!),  so you can thank 
them for sharing this with the 
world! 
 
Borrowed, with thanks, from:  
https://www.rickshawtravel.co.u
k/blog/10-unique-facts-about-sri-
lanka/ 

FIRST CELC CONVOCATION & 

PUBLISHING HOUSE FOUNDED 
While the weekend culminated in the ordination, there were many other 
exciting events as well! A conference was held for the Lutheran laity 
with about sixty people in attendance. Area Director Father James and 
Rev. Dr. Karsten presented. Rev. Dr. Edward Naumann also spoke, 
introducing the new bylaws of the renamed church body, Ceylon 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC). Pastor Edward also unveiled the 
first official publications of the Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Publishing 
House (CELPH). In an effort to educate the Lutheran laity, posters of the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the Apostles’ Creed were 
printed in Tamil, and provided free of charge to the conference 
attendees. Those who received the posters were very excited, and wasted 
no time in taking these resources back home and sharing with others.  

Let’s Talk! 
Want to speak with Pastor 
Naumann directly? Feel free 
to add him on Skype. 
Username: EdwardN82 

MUSIC CLASSES IN COLOMBO 
Monica has begun teaching  
Saturday classes on music  
theory for the pre-seminary  
students who requested it.  
Thankfully, we were recently  
able to purchase a new piano  
for the church (which also  
really helps beautify the  
Sunday services!). Monica also 
likes to practice her Tamil  
language on teaching days. 
 

Rev. Charles Ferry and the pre-seminary students prepare to hand out posters. 
 


